Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 193 K; mean (C-C) = 0.007 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.037; wR factor = 0.101; data-to-parameter ratio = 10.6.
The title compound, [Ni(C 3 
Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 3 Table 1 Selected bond lengths (Å ). Table 2 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes:
Data collection: EXPOSE in IPDS (Stoe & Cie, 1999 ); cell refinement: CELL in IPDS; data reduction: INTEGRATE in IPDS; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 1997); program(s) used to refine structure: PARST (Nardelli, 1983) and SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 1997); molecular graphics: DIAMOND (Brandenburg, 2004) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 1997) .
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Comment
The title compound, C 13 H 30 N 10 Ni 2 , was studied as part of a broader study of cyanocomplexes viewed as magnetic materials [Černák et al.2002) . The complex is ionic and built up of [Ni(pn) L-L: a chelating ligand), have already been described [Bubanec et al., 2004; Rodriguez et al., 1999; Paharová et al., 2007] .
The Pt analogue was described by Potočňák et al. (2008) .
The Ni II atom in the complex cation exhibits pseudo-octahedral coordination by six nitrogen atoms from three chelate bonded pn ligands in gauche conformations. As the nickel atom occupies the position on a mirror plane the chelate bonded ligands are disordered in two positions with half occupancy (Fig. 1) . Further disorder associated with the position of the methyl groups bonded to the carbon atom was detected so within the same metallocycle both R and S enantiomers are present with the same occupancy. Moreover, the structure is centrosymmetric so both opposite absolute configurations suitable for X-ray studies, appeared after one day.
Refinement
The structure was solved by direct method. The model (including two 50:50% disordered positions of the pn ligands, forced by the crystallographic mirror symmetry in the cation) was completed by subsequent Fourier syntheses. At this stage the supplementary materials sup-2 calculated difference Fourier map indicated the presence of further positional disorder of the methyl groups in the pn ligands. The occupational factors refined by fixing the common isotropic thermal parameters of the concerning carbon atoms indicated 50:50 occupancy which was in the subsequent refinement cycles fixed. Finally, the hydrogen atoms were put in the calculated positions taking into account the observed disorder. Anisotropic thermal parameters were refined for all non-H atoms. All H atoms positions were calculated using the appropriate riding model with isotropic temperature factors being 1.2 times larger then temperature factors of their parent atoms. Geometrical analysis was performed using PARST (Nardelli, 1983) and SHELXL97.
Figures Fig. 1 . View of the complex cation and complex anion of the title compound. The thermal ellipsoids are drawn at 30% probability level. The disordered positions in the complex cation are shown with light colors (i: x, 0.5 -y, z).
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